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Fun Tech Trivia Corner 

 On an average work day, a 
typist’s fingers travel about 
12.6 miles! 

 Remember to blink! The aver-
age computer user blinks 7 
times per minute, the normal 
rate is 20 times per minute! 

 The word  robot comes from 
the Czech ‘robota’. This trans-
lates into forced labor, or work. 

Dean’s Message   
Dear Faculty, Staff, Students, Alumni and Friends, 

As we start a new year, I wanted to take a moment to send out a winter newsletter so I could share with you all 

the great things our CEC family has been working on since our last Newsletter at the beginning of the fall semes-

ter. 

In a short period of 3 months, CEC has had many notable events. We have had professors receiving awards and 

we held various events engaging high school students, community and industry experts right here on cam-

pus.  We also honored distinguished alumni, started collaboration with a university abroad and we forged part-

nerships with corporations investing in the development of South Florida’s workforce.  Most importantly, we 

continue to work hard towards taking care of our students and providing excellent education to all that will 

equip them to make a difference not only in their careers and life, but in the world as well. 

Demand for talent in Engineering and Technology fields, as well as compensation for it, are still on the 

rise.  According to the latest Robert Half Salary Guide (2018), “The persistent shortage of Technology workers is 

no longer just an inconvenience for many employers—it’s quickly becoming a significant business prob-

lem.” Whether you work in the healthcare industry, financial services, manufacturing, or any other industry out 

there, it is imperative that you recognize that with companies going digital and focusing on efficiency and auto-

mation, technology has become a necessary foundation for any successful business endeavor. 

I invite you to spread words to your family, friends and peers about the need for talent in engineering and tech-

nology, and to talk about how CEC is here to help students acquire the skills, knowledge and experience to em-

bark in a fruitful and successful career path. According to code.org, two-thirds of open computing jobs today fall 

outside of the traditional tech fields, and instead, extend to fields such as journalism, finance, healthcare and 

marketing.  As Steve Jobs said, “Everybody in this country should learn how to program a computer… because it 

teaches you how to think.” 

On a separate note, I wish you all had a wonderful holiday season and hope that you got to spend quality time 

with your loved ones and cherish some very special moments.  In this new 2018, we will start fresh on one goal 

to make CEC a place of choice for learning and innovation.      

Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

Yong X. Tao, Ph.D., P.E., FASME 

Dean and Professor 

College of Engineering and Computing 

January 
2018 



CEC Sponsored ITPalooza 

On December 7th, CEC participated in one 

of South Florida’s hottest tech events—

ITPalooza.  In previous years ITPalooza 

was held right here on our campus, but 

this year marked their 6th year of success 

and  the event grew so big that they  held 

it at  The Greater Ft. Lauderdale-Broward 

County Convention Center. CEC was a 

proud sponsor as this event brings  to-

gether dozens of tech companies and 

industry experts to not only network, but 

also learn from one another.  More than 

20 speakers that are leaders in their fields 

discussed topics such as how financial 

technology is changing the world, trends 

in diversity in tech, data breach, entrepre-

neurship success strategies and many 

more! 

On November 9th, Dean Tao and Dr. Abramson had the pleasure of honoring CEC’s distinguished 

alumni Dr. Wayne A. Brown as part of NSU’s Homecoming festivities. 

Wayne A. Brown, Ph.D., is the Founder of the Center for Higher Education CIO Studies and Vice 

President for IT Emeritus at Excelsior College. He has been a chief information officer since the 

mid-1990s and has worked in higher education at colleges in San Francisco, Kansas, and New 

York since 2000. Prior to his academic career, he was in the U.S. Air Force for more than 20 years, 

serving in the Medical Service Corps, Education and Training, and Security Forces.  

Dr. Brown began researching the higher education chief information officer roles and effective-

ness as a doctoral dissertation and continued the surveys almost every year since 2003. Dr. 

Brown’s work has been widely published in higher education and technology publications, such 

as Chronicle for Higher Education, Information Week, CIO, Inside Higher Ed, Public CIO, EDU-

CAUSE Quarterly, League of Innovation in the Community College, Gartner, EDUCAUSE Review, 

CIO, and Campus Technology, and he has presented research findings at technology conferences 

throughout the United States.  

“If you can laugh together you can work together” 

CEC Holiday Luncheon Celebration 

Distinguished Alumni Luncheon 
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On December 13th, CEC 

faculty and staff enjoyed a 

nice luncheon where awards 

for 10, 15 and 25 years of 

service were given!  There 

was a lot of laughter when 

the team played the white 

elephant gift exchange game 

and enjoyed a nice meal 

together.   



Corporate Partnerships 

CEC is keen on staying in touch with 

industry and therefore offers corpo-

rate partnerships to organizations 

that want to foster further education 

to their employees.  Not only is this a 

great way to connect with local busi-

ness and stay abreast of what is 

going on with South Florida’s compa-

nies, but also it is a great way to 

invest in the development of our 

local workforce.  If your organization 

is not already a CEC corporate part-

ner, please contact Ms. Aline Silva—

asilva2@nova.edu for more infor-

mation.  Through the partnership, 

employees can enjoy significant 

tuition discounts for Masters level 

programs  such as Information Assur-

ance and Cybersecurity, Manage-

ment Information Systems, Computer 

Science and Information Technology. 

The partnership also extends to all 

MBAs offered by the College of Busi-

ness as well.   

We are proud to have welcomed a 

few new companies to our family—

Sentry, Cendyn, e-builder, H&CO, 

Jackson Health Systems, Ordyx and 

Chewy—and we hope to bring 

onboard many more in 2018.  

Faculty Highlights 

 Professor Frank Mitropoulos, PhD received the award  for 2016-2017 CEC Professor of  the 

Year  for his long-time achievements in teaching and research activities. The award ceremo-

ny was held on October 18th during the annual faculty reception in the Alvin Sherman 

Library.  

 On October 19, Drs. Greg Simco, Dr. Martha Snyder, Dr. Meline Kevorkian and Dean Tao 

received the external funding recognition awards during the annual research award cere-

mony held in Grande Oaks Country Club. Congratulations to all of them for their contribu-

tions towards advancing the NSU's research mission.  

 The Online Learning Consortium (OLC) recognized Dr. Dringus as an OLC Fellow in the 2017 

class for her outstanding contribution and devotion to improving the field of online learn-

ing.  

 Our professor Dr. Levy was interviewed by the SunSentinel newspaper on November 26th, 

just in time for Cyber Monday, and shared his expertise about Cybersecurity with all.  
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Top left, from left to right: Dean Tao, Dr. Mitropoulos and Dr. Dringus , while Dr. Mitropoulos receives professor 

of the year award 

Bottom left, from let to right: Dean Tao, Dr. Kevorkian and Dr. Simco while they receive external funding 

awards. Dr. Snyder was not present for the picture 

Bottom middle, Dr. Snyder 

Top right: Dr. Dringus 

Bottom right: Dr. Levy, our Cybersecurity expert 



Community Events  

CEC also collaborates and holds 

events organized by and geared 

towards industry experts.  

On December 8th, South Florida 

TDWI held their event “Drowning in 

Data, Starving for Wisdom!” right 

here at our campus, with guest 

speaker Len Silverston.  The event 

attracted over 100 attendees from 

about 80 different organizations. And 

was organized by one of our faculty 

members Dr. Chasser. 

— Cybersecurity Day 

CEC welcomed high school students from 

Elite Academy on November 20th. It's never 

too early to inspire and encourage young 

students to be curious about careers in 

Engineering and Computing. Dr. Levy and Dr. 

Laszlo welcomed just over a dozen students 

from Elite Academy School of Excellence to 

talk about the possibilities in fields such as 

Cybersecurity as well to have a little expo-

sure to coding through a 3D graphics activi-

ty. 

Cybersecurity Day was a success! CEC hosted 

yet another great Cybersecurity Day event on 

October 19th, 2017! Dr. Levy organized the 

event and spoke to about 100 students from 

Miami Dade Education Center and G. Holmes 

Braddock High School. The event welcomed a 

few distinguished experts in Cybersecurity, 

such as Benjamin Scribner from the U.S. De-

partment of Homeland Security (DHS), as well 

as other industry experts in the areas of secu-

rity in data centers, FBI and cyber crime pre-

vention, cyber hygiene, as well as fun activi-

ties intended to engage and inspire young 

students to explore this booming field. 
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— Other events  

— Elite Academy HS 
visit 

 Early Immersion  

There is nothing more refreshing than speaking 

to young students about careers in Engineering 

and Computing. “Engineers are problem solv-

ers”, said Dr. Tao, the Dean of NSU’s College of 

Engineering and Computing (CEC). On Novem-

ber 2nd, 2017, Dr. Snyder, Dr. Levy, Dr. Salinas, 

Dr. Ramos and Dr. Wang all took time out of 

their busy schedules to have a word with NSU’s 

freshmen students about careers in Engineering 

and Technology. We had students from Peru, 

Hawaii, Maine, Texas and many other places gathering together to learn more about the possibilities in terms of 

their careers. It was great to see young aspiring students concerned about the environment, about Cybersecurity, 

and Marine life. As Steve Jobs once said: “Let’s go invent tomorrow instead of worrying about what happened yes-

terday.”  

 Student Association Events:  One great way to stay engaged  is to participate in our student organization events. 

They have held many events in the last 3 months. For more information about these events, keep an eye on our 

Facebook Page—https://www.facebook.com/novaseucec/ and become part of our LinkedIn group—https://

www.linkedin.com/groups/112186 

 

 

How  to prepare for a Successful Recruiting Season, on 10/26, Programming Help, on 11/7, and 11/16, Decoding the 

Code: How Programs Change Between Languages, on 11/9, Security Talk , on 11/9, Security and Networking Workshop, 

on 11/14, Social Event, on 11/16, Live Programming Team Trivia Game, on 11/28, Help us Build the Super Awesome Com-

puter, on 11/30 and a Study Session, on 12/5th. 

 

Community Engagement 

Top picture, high school students that attended 

Cybersecurity day and below Dr. Levy and U.S. Dept. 

of Homeland Security guest speaker, Benjamin 

Scribner.   

Dr. Laszlo teaching Elite Academy students about 

coding 

Dr. Snyder speaking to freshmen students 

Student Organizations Events that Happened: 



“...International education cannot be the work of one country, It is the responsi-
bility and promise of all nations. It calls for free exchange and full collaboration… 
The knowledge of our citizens is one treasure which grows only when it is 
shared.” - Lyndon B. Johnson 

On November 30th Nova Southeastern University (NSU) had the pleasure of welcoming the Vice Presi-

dent of Shandong Jianzhu University (SDJZU) to our beautiful Davie Campus.  

Four administrators, led by the vice president from SDJZU came to Nova Southeastern University (NSU) to 

continue collaboration discussions with the College of Engineering and Computing (CEC).  Both universi-

ties have agreed to collaborate particularly in the areas of Computer Science and Information Systems 

and to foster exchange of students and joint research efforts.  The one-day visit was short, but fruitful as a 

memorandum of understanding was signed after the SDJZU toured the NSU campus and CEC. This will be 

the first step towards joint research and student mobility. 

In the first picture shown from left to right are: 

REN Ruibo, Dean, Professor, School of Transportation Engineering (SDJZU) 

Dr. DeNapoli, Associate Dean of International Affairs (NSU) 

FU Chuanguo, Vice President, Professor (SDJZU) 

Dr. Yong Tao, Dean of College of Engineering and Computing (NSU) 

CHEN Baoming, Director, Dean, Professor, Office of International Exchanges and Cooperation, School of 

International Education (SDJZU) 

ZHANG Yunchu, Dean, Professor, School of Information and Electronic Engineering (SDJZU) 

CEC proudly supported the American International 

Recruitment Council 2017 conference that took place 

from December 7-9 in Weston, FL.  Approximately 400 

international recruiters and institutions throughout the 

USA were present to discuss  trends in global mobility 

for the next few years.  

This was their 9th annual conference and the theme 

was:  A New Outlook on Global Student Mobility: Re-

cruiting in Changing Times . Many challenging issues 

were discussed, such as the USA current political sce-

nario and how it  is affecting demand for international 

students to come here for their higher education expe-

rience.  
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More collaboration around the world! Nova 
Southeastern University (NSU) and Shandong 
Jianzhu University (SDJZU). 

CEC Participated at Annual AIRC Conference 



Dr. Akinladejo is an Associate Professor and the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies in the 

Faculty of Engineering and Computing, University of Technology (UTech) Jamaica. He holds 

a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science from Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile Ife, Nige-

ria, a Master’s Degree in Computer Science from University of Lagos, Nigeria, a Ph.D. in 

Computer Information Systems from Nova Southeastern University, Florida, USA, and a 

Postgraduate Diploma in Education from the University of Technology, Jamaica. He is a 

professional member of IEEE, ACM, a member of the Caribbean Academy of Sciences, and 

a full member of the Jamaica Computer Society. His research interest is in applied comput-

er technology, database systems and human computer interaction. His career objective is 

to teach and research in order to contribute to the body of knowledge in the field of Com-

puter Science and Information Systems, and to uniquely adapt the computer technology 

towards solving or reducing problems that affect the society, and are also of national, 

regional and international significance. He is a Christian, married with two daughters. 

He was the type of student that professors will not forget.  

“What struck me most about Felix when he took my artificial intelligence course over 15 years ago was his unbridled and conta-

gious enthusiasm. His remarkable ability to benefit from constructive criticism and his genial disposition made it a pleasure to 

work with Felix while he was at NSU. Through the years Felix found time in his busy schedule to keep in touch. I am always very 

glad, but never surprised, to hear about his many professional achievements. “ – Dr. Sumitra Mukherjee  

CEC: “Dr. Akinladejo, what made you decide to study at NSU?” 

Dr. Akinladejo: “Terminal degree is a necessity for those in the academics, especially at the tertiary level. Nova offers flexible study 

format with minimum disruption to the one’s job, hence its choice.” 

CEC: “Why did you choose Computer Information Systems?” 

Dr. Akinladejo: “The area of study I chose, allows me to apply computer technology for societal benefit. Hence, my thesis, in plain 

English, was an effort to use computer system to train post-acute stroke patients how to walk properly.” 

CEC: “What did you like the most about studying at NSU?” 

Dr. Akinladejo: “Affable instructors, (with the exception of one or two!). Flexible program (I was taking both online courses and on 

campus face-to-face lectures. I was in the cluster format." 

CEC: “Do you have any advice for prospect or even existing PhD students at CEC?” 

Dr. Akinladejo: “Do not wait until you finish the coursework before you start working on your dissertation. No matter your excel-

lent grades in coursework, if you do not complete a novel dissertation, you will not graduate.” 

CEC: “What was the secret to your success?” 

Dr. Akinladejo: “I never give up. The tuition was high then, the cost of transportation and living in the USA coming from Jamaica 

every 3 months was challenging, with the rigor of the PhD work. But persistence and resilience will carry to a successful end. I take 

criticism positively, whether from colleagues and instructors, and they help me to improve towards a successful goal.” 

CEC: “Obviously obtaining a PhD while working must be challenging in terms of time management. How did you manage your time 

to successfully complete the program?” 

Dr. Akinladejo: “We had to cut some family pleasures; I have to resign some extra money-making jobs in order to concentrate 

more on the school work. I got them all back after successfully completing the program.” 

Featured Alumni—Dr. Felix Akinladejo, CEC’s PhD graduate 
of Computer Information Systems (2005) 

Contact Us! 

Providing educational programs of 

distinction, CEC prepares   students 

for leadership roles in the computer 

and information sciences field.  With 

internationally recognized faculty, 

innovative curricula, and flexible 

online and campus-based formats for 

its three Bachelor of Science 

(Computer Science, Information 

Technology and Engineering with 

concentrations in Biomedical and 

Industrial)  four Master of Science, 

(Computer Science, Management 

Information Systems, Information 

Assurance and Cybersecurity and 

Information Technology)  and three 

Ph.D. programs (Computer Science, 

Information Assurance and Infor-

mation Systems),  CEC’s graduates 

are sought after around the world.  

Designated a National Center of 

Academic Excellence in Information 

Assurance Education, our infor-

mation   assurance curriculum is 

recognized by the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security and the National 

Security Agency.  

Contact Us! 

College of Engineering and Computing 

Nova Southeastern University 

3301 College Avenue 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 

 

Main: 800-986-2247 

(954) 262-2000 

 

Student Services: 954-262-2031 

Dean’s Office: 954-262 –2035   

 

www.cec.nova.edu  

Social Media 

Get access to the latest news, announcements, 

events and more by connecting with us on social 

media! 

 

Facebook 

Twitter 

LinkedIn  

 

Important Dates 

Last day of winter, 2018: May 6th, 2018 

Summer registration opens: March 5th 

Summer term begins May 7th, 2018 
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https://www.facebook.com/novaseucec/
https://twitter.com/NSU_CEC
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/112186

